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(This requires merely a verbal alteration in the assurance al-
ready given.)
(5)   An assurance that existing laws specially affecting Indians
will be administered justly and with due regard to vested rights*
I venture to suggest that the Nos, 3,4 and 5 present no special
difficulty, and that the needful relief might now be given on these
points as an earnest of the good intentions of the Government regard-
ing the resident Indian population.
If the Minister, as I trust and hope, views my submission with
favour, I shall be prepared to advise my countrymen in accordance
with the tenor of this letter.1
I have, tie,,
M.K. gandhi
Rand Daily Mail, 23-1-1914; also, Colonial Office Records: 551/54
247. LETTER TO RAOJIBHAI PATEL
pretoria,
Wednesday Poska Vad 10 [January 21, 1914]
DBAR SHRI RAOJIBHAI,
I had thought of leaving this very day for Johannesburg with
Mr. Andrews. But that was not to be. General Smuts' reply to
my letter is not satisfactory. I hope, if possible, to get it amended.
I am therefore staying on tomorrow. If I get a satisfactory reply,
though I shall not take it as concluding a settlement, it will be
an important step towards one. I haven't the time to explain
everything. I am leaving in a moment to see Sir Benjamin again*
I am surprised that Maganbhai's complaint persists. If for
nothing else, at least to observe the symptoms of his ailment, I wish
to spend some time in Phoenix in complete peace. Do what you
can. If we get a satisfactory reply from General Smuts, I may
hope to have some peace of mind. Take particular care to see
that the boys resume their regular work.
Blessings from
mohandas
[From Gujarati]
Mahatma Gandhijina Patro and Jwanna Parodh
1 For the Minister of tfce Interior's reply, mde Appendix XXI; also,
in Swth Afru&, Ck

